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GOA
LIBERATION DAY
4 Goa Liberation day was Celebrated by

“Aami Goenkar” at Gomantak Seva Sangh Hall,

Vile Parle, Mumbaion 19-12-2010. There

was good response by enthusiastic goans and
¢ non-goans as well. The function was graced by
& H.H.Father Bento as chief guest. Goa’s freedom fighters
were felicitated on the occasion. The function concluded
with entertainment program and dinner thereafter.
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Goa Ko Gussa Kyon Aata Hai?

Goa. The name immediately sparks images of people
lying in a drunken stupor on off-white sands. Images of
foreigners, flea markets and drug-induced trance parties.
Feni, carnival parades and churches also spring to mind.

It is not uncommon for domestic tourists to ask average
Goan women like me to accompany them for their
sightseeing trips. These men think there is nothing wrong
in asking random women out while in Goa . The confidence
is visible in their faces that a ‘free’ Goan woman would not
turn that offer down.

A female friend, who works in an office where outstation
professionals are often sent on short-term projects to Goa,
asked me recently, exasperated, “Do | have ‘l am available’
written on my forehead?” | assured her it was nothing to be
taken personally.

| often find myself answering FAQs from domestic tourists
such as "Where do | find original Goanese food?”, “If you
work so many hours, when do you party?’ and, in the worst-
case scenario, “Do you want to make friendship with me?”
Of course, once in a while you do get asked a non-offensive
question like “where’s the nearest beach?” (I did not take
as much offence to the word Goanese as after reading
Salman Rushdie’s Midnight’s Children, where Mary Pereira
is Goanese and not Goan. Was it pun? | hope so.)

For one, the term Goanese is linguistically wrong for the
very same reason Americanese, Indianese or Persianese
is not acceptable. Saying Goaese would still make sense.
The suffix ‘ese’ is unnecessary as saying Goan by itself is
sufficient and the plural of Goan can easily be Goans. The
same way as calling Burmese Burmans should make sense
but calling them Burmanese would be pointless. Because
the suffix itself is ‘ese’ and not ‘nese.’ ‘

The term Goanese has come close to being viewed as
derogatory by Goans because the word is viewed as
displaying ignorance about Goa ‘s people and culture. It is
‘Goanese’ who are sussegad and destest hardwork. It is
‘Goanese’ who drink feni and party every night. it is
‘Goanese’ women who are ‘loose.’

Goans, on the other hand, wake up in the wee hours
every day to venture into the rough see because they have
to earn their bread. It is Goans who wake up before dawn
to sound the bread-man’s horn. It is Goans who keep the
food coming until dawn on the tables of tourists.

Goa does have beaches with white skin sprinkled around
it all year round; feni and Goan food is also great. Drug
trade, trance parties and flea markets are all existent. But
this defines just 15 per cent of the state. Not the tourists’
fault.

Being brought up in urban Goa , my aim as in most young
people has been to crack into the hep groups in my school
and college. It took me five years as a journalist to realise

Gauree Malkarnekar
(Circulated on Facebook)
that Goa as the rest of India, lives in its villages.

At least 50 per cent of Goa ‘s population is struggling to
establish its place between its traditional lifestyle and its
fast changing surroundings. Tribals in Cotigao Wildlife
Sanctuary in South Goa are in the process of being coerced
by forest officials to leave their generations-old deities behind
and allow the wildlife sanctuary to be declared as Critical
Wildlife Habitat. The tribals, who have only known vegetable
and paddy cultivation to sustain themselves and sleep to
the sound of a gushing stream, are being promised
rehabilitation in an area ‘where your children will be able to
use mobile phones.’

Fishermen, who have discovered the beauty of the sun,
sand and sea long before the hippies opened up Goa’s
beaches to foreign tourists, are being lured out of their
rightful places by hotels and real estate
developers with amounts that can only buy an apartment in
the nearest city not the joy of sleeping on the beach with
sand flying in your nose.

In Pernem in North Goa , hundreds of farmers are facing
a new fear of being displaced by the state for construction
of the controversial Mopa airport. So far, they only knew
the fear of wild boars and elephants trampling down their
yields. In Dharbandora in Goa’s central taluka of Ponda,
where residents had grown up smelling sun-filled paddy
fields and betelnut plantations, today only have mining dust
to breathe.

A disillusioned middleclass population in the relatively
unurbanised talukas of Sanguem, Canacona, Pernem and
Sattari are rushing for their apartment space in the nearest
city for ‘better’ jobs and education, rendering their
hometowns into ghost-towns. In these urbanised areas of
Panaji, Margao, Ponda, Vasco and Mormugao, migrant
colonies are jostling for space and water with plush housing
colonies. ’ :

Goa has seen a sudden wave of civil society movement
in recent years after the state government threatened to
convert large amounts of agricultural and forest land for
construction under the guise of regional plan 2011. The
disaster was averted. But Goans largely continue to feel
angry and, most importantly, helpless as locals in all major
tourists destinations around the world.

It is not the fault of locals and it is not the fault of tourists
either. Goa is like a village at the moment feeling insecure
with the large inflow of new people and new cultures into it.
It fears for its identity and resources. It feels intruded upon
and not without reason, at least in case of many native
villagers and fishermen.

Like in all such cases, Goa needs a little bit of
understanding and sympathy. It needs a tourist campaign

Cont..pg 5
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that is sensitive to its people. Goa is not feni and beaches.
The state’s tourism campaign needs a human face. Goa is
made of people of diverse beliefs and lifestyles. Goans take
pride in their traditions and its natural heritage. The state’s
portrayal has continued to be one dimensional over the
years.

Goa ‘s anger is not caused by outsiders coming into the
state. It is caused by the state government's insensitivity of
snatching from the mouths of Goans to feed real estate
and tourism. Goa is angry at the state government's act of
fuelling Goa ‘s image that represents only 15 per cent of its
life. Goa demands to be seen as much more than just a
365 day holiday destination. EJ
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Aami Goenkar on Website

The Website of Aami Goenkar was launched on 16th
October 2010 at the hands of Shri Suresh Kare, Chairman,
INDOCO REMEDIES LTD, AT 6.30 PM at Bandra Hindu
Association, 1st Floor, Dr Hedgewar Marg, Opp
Amarsons. Off Linking Road, Bandra (West), Mumbai —
400050.

Many Goans were present for the occasion. Shri.
Suresh Kare expressed his hope that the website shall
help to unite & communicate with Goans globally.

We thank the special efforts & support by Mr Vikas
Kerkar

Website : www.aamigoenkar.org
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Query: When the flat is used for own
profession (not business) is it termed as
COMMERCIAL?

Ans: No. The same does not tantamount
Commercial use.

required to be furnished by us for DEEMED
CONVEYANCE in favour of our society?

. *::f!’;:ep_ ! 1 ANl gt A
Queries from Goenkar Members

Query 2.: Whether papers like Building plans,
commercial certificate, Occupation Certificate,
Completion certificate, Property cards would be

T -
_—e

Ans: Provision of DEEMED CONVEYANCE
can be activated only when the promoter has
failed to execute conveyance within the
prescribed period.

Amended provision is for facilitating
expeditious registration on default by promoter.

As per Amended provisions, unless a
promoter has given, society cannot be
compelled to produce such requirements.

By CA Mohan Sanzgiri
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PASSION FOR EXCELLENCE

Sachin Tendulkar has created History. He deserves to be called DON of a new era who has
epitomized sporting perfection for over two decades and given millions of Indians countless
moments of pride and joy.

He scored his 50" Test Century on Sunday 19-12-2010.

It is a Staggering achievement — when the moment arrived, it prompted goose bumps, tears
and loud cheering across the world. The Maestro had achieved an unparalleled, perhaps
unmatchable, feat cricket.

He is the only brand that unites India like nobody else. Appropriately,Brand Sachin is on its
way to immortality. He’s made a habit of making the impossible seem possible. It's amazing when
you think you have seen all he has to offer over 21 years and he plants his flag on another peak!

Sachin has redefined his Cricket profession transforming it into pitch perfect career. The brilliance
emanating from Little Master's PASSION FOR EXCELLANCE. | believe,shall illuminate the career
path of today’s YOUTH.

VINIT SANZGIRI (MBA- Student)

T TS M T e e e — g T R Sa—su = ot TR g S Seks
l,—:_

. Kefira Mariska Rodrigues, daughter of Mr. Sertorio and
Mrs. Maggie Rodrigues from Vasco was awarded the
‘National Child Award 2010’ by president Pratibha Patil on L
children’s day function at Rashtapati Bhavan, New Delhi. e
Kefira, a std. 8 student of Deepvihar secondary school,
Vasco was selected for this award for her diverse
achievements in sports, dance and music. The award
carries a cash prize of Rs. 10000, a silver medal and a
certificate.

* Kefira was adjudged the best Bharat natyam dancer at

| taluka level by Govt. of Goa. She has also participated in
ethnic and western dance performances at Ahmedabad,
" Delhi and Malwan- Maharashtra.

A S

‘Aami Goenkar’ Presents

GOA FESTIVAL

with Food, Frolic, Fantasy, Fun, Fiesta
Experience Little Goa in Mumbai
At Gomantak Seva Sangh Hall, Mahant Road Extn.,
Vile Parle (E), Mumbai - 400 057.
From 22nd to 26th January 2011
Saturday : 3.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m,,
Sunday to Wednesday : 2.00 p.m. to 9.00 p.m.
I Attractions : Total Program Design, Ambience in traditional
Goan style, Cultural Programe performers from Goa.
Presence of Celebrities at the Event.

Genuine Goan products and authentic Goan food dishes
SWAM| VIVE KANAN D A will be available at the stalls.

| 12 January - 150th Birth Anniversary Free Entry : You may bring any number of your guests.
“I have grat expectations about the young generations, For correspondence, please contact :

| Once determined, the young blood will change the world Aami Goenkar, 12/43, Khandke Bidg., Gr. Floor,
for better.” - Swami Vivekananda J. K. Sawant Road, Dadar (W), Mumbai-16

Tel.: 65528694 (Between 4.30 p.m. and 7.30 p.m.)
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Concluding Program of Poet Borkar Birth Centenary Celebration

Centenary Celebration program of Poet Padmashri Ba - Bh - Borkar ended with an audience packed program on 30-11-2010
at Yashwant Natya Graha, Matuntga, Mumbai. A theme based program ‘Poet Borkar Speaking’ conceptualised by Vivek

Vyaspeeth was heartily accepted by cheerful audince.

For any correspondence, Please contact To,

Aami Goenkar

12/43, Khandke Building, Ground Floor,
J. K. Sawant Road, Opp. Shivaji Mandir,
= = Dadar (West), Mumbai - 400 016.
Mrizmmd  Phone : 65528694

Printed by Siddhi Offest Pvt. Ltd., 12, Kamat Industrial Estate, Prabhadevi, Mumbai - 400 025 & Published by Aami Goenkar', 12/43, Khandke Building, Ground Floor, J. K. Sawant Road,
Opp. Shivaji Mandir, Dadar (West), Mumbai - 400 016. Phone : 65528694. We do not take any responsibility for the contents & opinion expressed in the articles herein.




